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| suppose it was 14 years ago when | first came 1o
Ching, and | wanted to identify those who might
be successful partners for Macmillan. It quickly
became clear that there was just one publishing
house at the top of the mountain, which was likely
to be the most effective partner for Macmilan, and
that was Foreign Language Teaching and Research
Press. The second British Publishers Mission was our
opportunity — when Mr Li Pengyi sought me out,
and we had the chance to discuss new publshing
possibilities for the first time. It was clear to me
that FLTRP had real strategic vision. We started the
first readers programme inifially, but it was always
clear that what was needed was not local reprints
or adaptations of overseas materials but books
specifically written and edited to suit Chinese
conditions and aspirations. it was also clear that the
professionalism of the FLTRP team was second to
none. So when the Ministry of Education decided
to offer English ot primary level and Mr Li offered us
the opportunity to invest together in a new prmary
English course, we were not slow to accept!

| believe the co-publishing of New Standard Engiish
courses with FLTRP is unique in Macmillan’s history. It
has been a genuine cooperation that has not only

Simon Greenall
TEFENN R

NEW Standard English uses the maost fied and tested
methedology of communicative languoage teaching.
Some of the words we use to define and describe
communicative include leamer-focussed, integrated
skils . language in . languag
usage, and everyday English. My role was to explore
with my fiend end colleague Professor Chen Lin and his
team, the relevonce of every aspect of this approach
in the context of Chinese classooms. Everything we

did reflected the intentions and aspirations of the
new curiculum, infroduced from 2004. Its objectives
include not just a focus on language knowledge but
on language skills, on learning strategy, on cultural
consciousness, and on affect and attitudes, including
national commitment and intemational vision. Our job
was 1o take this set of theoreticd objectives and tum it
into a practical classoom course which considers the
needs of the leamers, the expectations of the tfeachers,
ond the aspirations of a notional education cumiculum.
I'm vesy proud with how successfuly we were able to
achieve thi in New Standard Engiish, but much of the

Christopher Paterson

ERNEGERICHBELTNEEESM
& ,Christopher PatersonfS R I(&E
B FiGE) RBERENNZE.

I relhy o |

c d learning i P ¥ ped
for schoolchildren in China leaming English but has

also fostered an intense and open collaboration
between our two publishing houses that has
changed and allowed ol the individuals invoived in
the project to grow professionally and personally.
Both our organisations have had to change during
this pericd to adapt to the word changing around
us. This project has opened cur minds to new ways
of working and collaberating on an intemational
basis, a rekafionship that has changed Macmilan in
a very positive way.

Macmillan has gone to great lengths to find highly
experienced and wel-renowned authors, editors,
trainers and expert advisors who are able to bring
to China the best of intemational teaching and
leamning pedagogies and apply these to the unique
needs in Chinese schook. The success of our English
projects has depended on the teams working
together on the basis of mutual confidence and
friendship. These teams have ol been welcomed
as true friends by their editorial colleagues in
Beijing and at all levels. | would lke to thank them
ol for their ongeing dedicafion, commitrment and
creativity over the years.

(REN SR ARG L LR

ERCEE ) (Riie#) SR E L ME
&,Simon GreenallSNEHRSEEIEIE
J—EEEHsSDEEREE.

cradit must go to the cumcuium document itself.

While trying to bring to China some of the best
teaching practice through the coursebook, we also
encountered some difficulties. Class size in China is
perhaps the mest significant issue which challenged
the infroduction of communicative methodology inte
China. But generally, pair- and groupwork is o device
which & commenly used to manage a karge class, and
during our many weeks of classroom observation, we
were delighted to see how wel the teachers were
integrafing it into their work.

For about seven years | came to China from my
home in Oxford, UK, every six or seven weeks, and
over the past ten years, I've spent more than a year
living in China. My work in China is the mast substantial
aspect of my professional life. it has been so for the
past ten years, and | expect it to confinue. |'ve spent
meare than one third of my professiond life working with
my Chinese coleagues, and for Chinese teachers and
leamness. No other project in my career has required the
same commitment from me and I'm very proud of this.
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The Joy of Training Teachers in China

WORKING with Chinese Primary and Middle school
teachers has been very much a part of my life for the
last 10 years. It ol starfed in Guiin in August 2003 where
| had been invited by Simon Greenall and FLTRP to
attend a Prmary school teachers’ conference as an
expenenced Combridge teacher trainer from the UK.
They were facing the prospect of having to implement
a 'new cumculum’ of which they knew fitfie cbout.

FLTRP followed this conference with @ much larger
conference for Junior Middle school and Senior High
teachers. This was the beginning of many fraining
opportunities offering @ new approach to training,
which was equally unfamiliar from normal classroom
expectations of teaching.

| had the privilege of traveling and working with
Chinese trainers and giving interactive workshops for
teachers on how to use the new JH course book with
new fun leaming ideas to incorporate with the course
material to make it come diive and take it off the page.
1 worked with groups from 300 to o thousond and amed
to show that if | could do activities with that many, they

could do it with more students. New Standard Engiish 17
edifion had just been lounched and course books such
as this hod never been seen before.

This experience led me fo warking on training courses
with Primary and Middle school teachers at the Beiing
Institute of Education sponsored by the Bifish Council.
This was a wonderful expenence where we had fime 1o
work with teachers over a period of two/ three weeks.
We also had e chance to give them the opportunity
to teach wsing the methodology in lorge groups. FLTRP
donated a full set of NSE JH course books and mateniak
far the teachers to use in micro-teaching.

We helped the teaching groups prepare lessons from
the books using integrating methodology leamt on the
course. They were taught in groups where t=achers
worked as o team, taking different stages of the lesson.
This was an invalucble new experience as training
previously was linked primanily to observation, not ‘doing
it' themselves. Experimenting in safety meant they were
meore likely to fry things out in their own ckasses.

Since that day, much has changed across China.

HAKSER A, (KA
EOEEE R

SREBESURSSTORATNAS, BT —THHE 2
poster of your favourite anmagRfEsS, (EENH
o) B TR B =M, 8. 1. Work In pars, Tak
about your favourite animal, What's your Tavourite
animaly My favourite animal is the ...2, Find
out about your favourite anmal. My favourite
animal comes from Asla / Africa ... It fves in
the desert / in the forest .,. It eals meat
/ grass / bamboo / ...3. Make a poster of
your favourite animal, Draw it or find a photo,
4, Show and tak about the poster to other
students, IRESEMNIESTR, HEOMNEE=ER
o ERPEREEVERERTRES  BEMINS
EFFESECNPE, NTLESHAS, EmdiTE
B PEREEETR, MTETERBECNIESED. 8
ENBRTRAERBIEEAROAMNE, SINESSHE
Hi, LSRR OESR 5%, Bt SR (35
) ELEROER, RS, 2iHES . LRRN

EBFMEEER,
/TR

The teaching and materials are now familiar. Being
different from other classes, encouraging students
to speak and interact is not so strange now. Doing
research, observing classes in urban and rural schocls
ond talking to teachers and frainers across the country
for the British Council, it was exciting to see how far
things had moved forward. Many of their initial anxieties,
such as the confiict of preparing students for exams,
are still problematic. Others, such as class sizes and
mplementing cumiculum methodology. have changed
and are less worrisome. Much concern all around
had been expressed about the lack of guidance in
teachers’ books on using course books and its key
mportance.

As a result, | feel lucky 1o have been able to wiite the
new edifion teachers’ book for the first three JH course
books. | say lucky os | have been able to incorporate
ideas from Chinese teachers | have worked with, as
well as methodolegy and guidance to help reachers
acfivate text material and make it come giive.

By Dede Wilson
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All the judges really
enjoyed this morning
because you were really
talented. Your singing,
dancing, talk shows,
whatever, we really
enjoyed as oudience.
But as judges, sometimes,
we were tomn in how to
give scores, because
everybody is wonderful.
But when we judge, we
have some reguirements,
right? This is o talent show
for English feachers. | think
the requirement is that
you have to show your
talent and your talent
has to tell how you can
improve your teaching of
English.

Therefore, while we
enjoyed the beautiful
songs of dances, we were
thinking how would that
help with the teaching of
English in class. Of course
we con say, if my students
see my beautiful dance,
it might help them to be
very much interested in
English. Yet it might not be
the case. So | guess, when
you saw the scores, you
might think “Oh, he/she
sang so beautifully. How
come the score is not

what we expected?” To
tell the truth, that's why |
said we were tom. In terms
of pure performance,
we should give some
contestants much higher
scores. But in terms of
teaching skils, the song or
the dance itseff didn't tell
us about your teaching
skills. So the requirement
is very clear. You have to
show both your language
teaching skills and your
stoge performance.
Some of the contestants
really have been very
creative in trying to
improve the class and
teaching with different
sorts of methodology.
When teaching in junior
high school er primary
school, we use teaching
aids. When you use
teaching aids, you have
to think very carefully
acbout the level of the
students, right? That's
No.l. No2 is the purpose
of this particular class.
What, when and how
would | really achieve
the purpose by using
these devices One good
example is the teaching

of "apple of one’s eye”.

IEMFRAEI

The teacher did so well
because apples were
what helped to explain
this idea. She used a big
apple half eaten and
an apple which had
fallen to demonstrate the:
meaning. So the students
wil be able to understand
becouse her explanation
was suitable for the
comprehension of the
students. Right? And also
it was a very goed idea
to teach linking of sound.
The idea of usng a poem
is very good, but does it
achieve your teaching
purpose? It doesn’t,
becouse the poem s too
difficult. 5o you'd better
use some simpler ines to
demonstrate, so that the
students realy understand
what it means. We think
the requirement for the
talent show is to show
your talent in terms of
teaching English classes,
right?

Now this is the 11th
competition. Infialy in the
first few competitions, the
judges were more lenient.
If you sang a very good
song, we would give you

high scores. But this ime,

it was very clearly stated
what would be required
of you in the talent show.
That is why i you only sing
a song, you will discover
that the scores are not
very high. That is the
reason. Therefore, it is very
important to understand
what is required of you
and what is demanded
of you in @ competition.
In yesterday's
competition, | think
some of the contestants

were a little too hasty in

IEIT

school students having
boyfriends or gilfiends?”
The contestant started

talking about having

houses and having

your prep ) for the
speech. Forinstance, when
your topic is "Should porents
be legally responsible for
chidren’s misbehavior?”
And the contestant didn't
pay attention to the word
*legally” "Responsible”,
yes, but
responsible”? When the
question was put 1o her,

“legally

she said “yes, legally
responsible, maybe the
parents have to pay the
fines”. So she =il didn't see
that “legally responsible”
and “responsible” were
different.

One of the topics was
*What's your opinion

about some middle

. and that was
why she didn't think they
should have boyfriends
or girlfriends. Having a
boyfriend or girlfriend
doesn’'t necessarily
mean you get married.
If the question is "Should
high schoaol students get
married”, maybe your
reason would be OK. But
if the question was only
“Should boys and gils be
boyfriends or girfiiends in
high schooi”, that does
not mean they should get
married in high school.
So your reasons—having
houses, having chidren
are not the reasons, ight?

S0 next time, you

just read carefully the
instructions and the
topics before you start
answering the guestions
or making a speech.
And try to understand
every word clearly and
cormectly.

Another thing that
we mention at this
competition almost
every fime is that some of
you still need to improve
your pronunciation as
teachers, especially
rhythm and sentence
stress. Some of you need
to improve your vowels.
It is still very important. |
think that's all | want to
say. We really enjoyed
it and thank you very
much for your talent

show performance.
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EA:

Task-Based
Language Teaching:
From Practice to
Principles

WE:

In this presentation,
| will explore a number
of key questions, the
most important of
which are: What is
TBLT? How does TELT
differ from ‘traditional’

approaches to
language teaching?
What are some of the
ways in which teachers
can integrate ideas
from TBLT into their
current practices?

Through descriptions
of actual classrcoms
as well as through
classroom materials,
| will illustrate the five
key principles of a
task-based approach.

1 wil then infroduce the
concept of experiential
learning. Finally, | will
look at the relationship
between TBLT,
project-based leaming,
and network-based

language instruction.
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