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As China becomes o global leader,

the establishment of research and

academic cooperations becomes more

important and conferences such as the
China Study Abroad Forum provides an
excellent vehicle for bulding these links.

The University of Waikato and
particularly its Management School has
developed o reputation for undertaking
research which is both academically
sound and prectically useful. Such an
approach ensures that our graduates
are prepared to apply their leaming on
entry fo the job market.

The University of Waikato has
approximately 2,000 international
students with about 750 from China.
Approxmately 60% of these students are
aftending programmes in the Focuity of
Management followed by the Foculty of
Arts and Social Sciences and the Faculty
of Computing.

Today's university graduates must be

.

Sue Thomas
MR R TR BI . ES
A EESHEAHTESENEY
RIPT I LA TPRIIE.

prepared for an infemational career.
Student exchanges ond dual degree
programmes provide students the
opportunity fo expernence another
culture, to work in another culture and
to develop the important networks in
prove vital to the development of a
successiul career.

As China has moved from
odopting Western practices to

pting Western p there
is now an oppertunity for the West
te learn from China. The University
of Waikato was the first New
Zedland university to develop formal
intermational nks, first with Malaysia
in 1993 and then with China in
19%5. Through the development of
joint programmes, this relationship
with China had matured over the
years and the University is always
seeking the opportunity to establish
cooperative arrangements with
reputable international universities. |
artici the University of
will extend its partnerships in China
this year particularly in its areas of
expertise.

The largest challenge facing

Western Universities is o encourage
our own students to spend time in
China to experience how this nation
is developing. There is @ need to
move from the simple exchange
of students to establishing
comprehensive arrangements
where staff and research is shared

across borders.

It is @ great honor to be given this
opportunity by the CSCSE to attend and
speak at the China Study Abroad Foum.
The Forum provides an cpportunity for
us to leamn fram our Chinese colleagues
and to share knowledge about the
rapid changes cccuning in intemational
education across the world, and
particuary in China.

Charles Sturt University is one of
Austraiia's largest universities and has an
international reputation for excellence,
an cutstanding graduate employment

Jean-Pierre DE GREVE
CRUES ¥ 2Tk g log o
EWEERS. M TR RE
(UNICA) S ERERA .

The cbjective of my visit to Bejing is
twofold: attending the China Study
Abroad Forum and discussing the

n i the
Viije Universteit Brussel (VUE) ond several
Hichcr bl Uri v B

For the academic year 2011-2012,
the total number of Master

extersive collcboration with Chinese
partners and the cost of studying ot
the VUB is very recsoncble.
Cooperative programs are
beneficial for students as they offer
unigue opportunities to enhance
the competences of the students
by studying in a different social,
econcmical and culfural envircnment.
The universities also benefit from
these programs. Foreign students
in classes and on campus interact
with the local students and staff, thus
offering infemationalization at home
expatience. Through the collaboration
in education, the universities also
leam to know each other better.
The VUB alrecdy collaborates with
an extended group of universities,
including several Chinese top
universities. The VUB wants to
concentrate on strengthening
and deepening these existing

5.

and PhD-students is 12,742 students,
of which 2,681 are i ional The

The high average quality of Belgian

Chinese students represent the fourth
largest group of intemarional students
at VUB.

| see several reasons for Chinese
students to come to the VUB. The
Vrije Universiteit Brussel, o dynamic
and modem university with two green
campuses in the Brussels-Capital
region, offers high-quality education
and research. The research teams
are internationally recognized in
many disciplines of fundamental
and cppled research. The VUB has

postgraduate level. Students and ther
families are ottracted to Charles Sturt
University because of the high guality
education that we offer, the broad
range of courses that we offer, cur
graduate employment success rates
and our world-class research strength in
key disciplines. In cddition, the University
offers fiendly, safe and personal study
environments, where smaller ciass sizes
are a feature of nearly all our courses.
Charles Sturt University has a long
history of Sinc-Australian cooperative

recerd and a strong commi 1o
quality teaching, learning and research.
Charles Sturt University currently has
over 1800 students frem China who study
with us at both undergraduate and

edL programs. There are a
number of advantages for Chinese
students. Firstly, students have the
opportunity to receive both a Chinese

and an Australion degree in a relatively

universities and the presfige of the
Europecn degrees are major strengths
of international education. The
abundance of kanguages in Eurcpe,
even in Belgium, is considered the
most important weakness of the EU
as a study desfination. But Brussels
offers a frendly environment, where
Englsh i the infemationd language in
education and social life. | believe the
China-EU academic coliaboration wil
increase in the future, and arfenfion
will shift from US and Australia to

Europe.

short peried of time. Students can
ako build intemnaticnal professional
networks with fellow Australion
and international students and
academic staff, while geining
different perspectives and
cross-cultural understanding.

Charles Sturt University's relationship
with Chinese universities is also
important for our Austraiion students,
especially as it encourages
them to learn more about China
and helps ‘internationalise’ the
University's curicula. Increasingly our
Austroficn students are also seeking
employment opportunifies in China
or with multi-national organizations
within Asic.
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IATEFL Glasgow 2012
46th Annual Intemational IATEFL Conference and Exhibition

Date: 19-23 March 2012

Venue: The Scottish Exhibition and Conference Centre
(SECC). Glasgow, UK

IATEFL Conference

IATEFL is the Infemational Associction of Teachers of
English as a Foreign Language. Founded in the UK in 1967,
it now has nearly 4000 members in 100 different counties
throughout the word.

IATEFL, linking with associated ELT professional
arganisations in other countries, offers varous opporunities
for participants o reach a range of reguiar publcations.
You may find more information in Annual Intemnational
Conference with an extensve programme of talks and
workshops as well as in 14 Special Interest Groups (SI5s).
IATEFL provides help to others in forming or developing
a locd teachers’ organisation, and offers scholarships o
specific groups of feachers 1o enable them fo aftend cur
Anrucl Conference.

The annual IATEFL conference & one of the key events
in the giobal ELT calend
extensive opportunities for members and non-members
to network professionally, whether formally as part of the
conference programme, informally, or onfine.

A6th IATEFL Glasgow 2012
1. 46th IATEFL Glosgow 2012
The 4éth IATEFL conference wil be held from 19th-23rd

The c wce provid

owOnline

heouncil.org/2012

@@ BRITISH
9@ COUNCIL

March in Slosgow, UK. At the conference, there wil be 14
Pre-Conference Events (PCEs) organised by the Special
Interest Groups on 19th March. IATEFL Asscciates’ Day
{A-Day) wil also take place on Monday 19th March,
followed by the four-day conference and exhibition from
‘20th -23rd March.

The PCEs are designed specificaly for delegares who
wish to concentrate on a parficular fopic such as Teacher
Training & Education, Teacher Development, Young
Leamers and Teenagers etc. The programme at A-Day
would address issues that are of common concem to
lorge numbers of teacher associations.

2. Online Participation - IATEFL Online Conference:
*Glosgow Orniine’
http:/fiatefl brfshcounci.org

Glasgow online is an initiative started at the 2007
annual conference, which was breught abeout by
colaboration between IATEFL and the Biitish Council in
line with the aims of linking, developing and supporing
ELT professonak worldwide. The am of the IATEFL cniine
conference is to maoke the IATEFL conference accessible
to many thousand mere participants, both members
and nan-members worldwide. i you're coming to onine
conference you can get involved in a varnety of ways.
The first thing to do is fo register on the ste.

Useful links

TATEFL: htp://wwwiateflorg/
46ih IATEFL Glasgow 2012
http:/ fwww iatefl.org/glasgow-2012/46th-onnual-confere
nee-and-exhibition

Giasgow Online 2012

it/ fictefibishcounci crg/2012
21st Century:

hitp/fwww 21st.en/

Brifish Councit:

www brifishcouncilorg
TeachingEngiish:

i www teachingengish gk
BC BN

it/ iwww.wetbo.comiboching
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