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| am privileged to have
been associated with the
competition for ten years.
The speeches at this year’
s contest impressed the
cudience and judges with
powerul, skilfully developed
arguments, elegonce of

|/
Arthur McNeill
iR

text, richness of language
and notural delivery.

As with any language task, preparing a speech
reguires us to focus on both form and content. We
are concemed with both medium and message. But
which comes first? The formula-based approach to
speech-making starts with form rather than content
and focuses on how the material is presented and
delivered. Unfortunately, when we oftach too much
importance to form, we un the risk of neglecting the
substance of a speech.

The winning speeches at this year's competition

x
had very substantial content. After all, o spesch
competiticn for bright university students is the
place for intellectual and linguistic fireworks. Rich
ideas need 1o be encoded through rich language,
so the ambitious speeches required a wide range
of low-frequency vocabulary, os well as plenty of
synonyms to aveid repetition of the key words. The
star performers were those who could demonstrate
a confident control of a range of syntactic structures.
Finally, weaving the ideas together into a single
cocherent text called for o goed cemmand of
cohesion and fext structure.

Many speech delivery technigues con be acqured
in @ matter of hours, especially with the help of o
gocd frainer. However, reaching o very high level of
proficiency in @ second longuage requires thousands
of hours of hard work over several years. For students
who already possess a competent command
of English, the additional training required is not
particularly daunting.

FINEDEHFPAFEaGuRiB XIS

Having represented TESOL
International Association
as ¢ judge in the Grand
Final of the competition,
| congrotulate all the
contestants. They are all
winners who have achieved

an advanced level of oral

John Schmidt

MTESOLEEE M M. oioficiency in o foreign
T MR 50 R S R R
ISR S AN lenguage and mastered

effective presentation skills.
They crafted profound messages in their speeches
and confidently delivered effective perfarmances
during the competition. Their remarkeble

accomplishment as eloquent speakers of English wil

classrcoms and in their life experiences. ELT educators
can model public speaking tasks for their students.
English teachers can benefit from engeing, systemaric
development of their own skils as public speakers, skils
that overiap with those of classrcom instruction but
which include a separate subset of competencies.

At the Texas Intensive English Proegrem (TIEP) in
Austin, Texas USA, we instruct English educators to
study in teacher fraining institutes. Public speaking
courses prepare them te present in English to
school groups and community cudiences, and to
professional teacher organizations in their countries.
Students from around the world develop their oral
and other langucge skifls in Austin to enhance their
education, to prepare for American university study,

serve them wel in their ccademic and p al
pursuits.

Teachers and students of English can aspire to
emulate these outstanding contest finalists in their

or to upgl professional communication skills in
English for their jobs. Finally, intemational high school
students aftend languoge programs, emphasizing

spoken English preduction.

HREXN A G305 B a0 555 ol i il

The finalists, three-fourths
of whom were femadle, were
the cream of the cream
of the crop. They had
made their way through a

nigorous selection process

to the finals, spawning high

.

David E. Shaffer

BEEMELSHE B expectations from me of
TESOL #MESER their English skils.

The centestants had o
relevant but complex topic to speak on: Cultural
Clashes vs. Coexistence between China and the
West: My Personal Perspective. This was folowed by
an impromptu speech for which the contestants had
a very imited time to prepare. These were folowed
by c @ & A Session with questions from three question
masters.

The prepared speeches were fruly outstanding.

Equally cutstanding were the impromptu speeches,

making judging anything but an easy task. It was the
general opinion of most speakers that China and the
West need to better understand and accept each
cther. Both the McDencid's restaurant chain and the
movie Kung Fu Panda were repeatedly drawn on as
exarmples. It was easy to recognize from the inteligent
reasening exhibited in beth the speeches and
answers to guestions thar these contestants would be
omong China’s next generation of leaders.

| have not visited any of Ching's schools or taught
students in China, but | do know the Chinese students
coming to my university in Scuth Keorea. | therefore
assume that Korean and Chinese English education
must be similar. If this is correct, teaching methods
need 1o move away from being test-driven. There is
need to lessen the emphasis on grammar rules and
vocabulary memerization and increase the emphasis
on acquisition through practice in meaningful,
communicative activities.

BUSM  ELSCIERD T 1909
MR IDiwiHE A

One thing that
impressed me the
meost was the high
standard of English
ameong Chinese youth.
The contestants were

quite at home in their

adopted longuage.

Joanna R 3 i
This was P all
Williams - 2 Y
MW TN ARG MPressive aomong the
DR primary and junior high

school students.

Creativity is essential 1o making the content of
a speech interesting. Crectivity can have different
guises: it can be verbd creativity, being especially
felicitous with word choice; it can be creativity of
ideas, which consists in their oniginality; or it can be
a creatfive way of responding to the topic set by
the organizers. For example, in the Primary School
Category, the set topic was "l have a grect
invention”™. This was o topic that encouraged
creativity, and we had some incredible inventions,
ranging from @ new design for a seismograph to
detect earthquakes, to a solar-poweraed umbrelia
that can serve as a battery recharger. The
contestants employed their crearivity to describe
the details of their inventions and the reasons
why the invention would be needed by scciety. |
think that this was a challenging topic for primary
scheol chiidren, but the success of it shows that a
mental challenge i @ goed thing.

Related to creativity are the criteria of
authenticity and knowledgeability. Authenticity
means drawing upon ene’s personal knowledge
and life experience. For example, one of the
contestants in the University Cotegory spoke
about her grandfather who, while participating
in a traditional festival, combined traditional
dance with some disco movements, which
was a sign of how times are changing. The
description was interesting and even g little
funny, and grobbed the cudience’s attention.
As an example of knowledgeability, | remember
that cne of the senior high school contestants
gave an impromptu speech about human
cloning. and when asked o follow-up question
about animal cloning, said that it could be safe
and k ial, b
advonced techniques like gene sequencing and
in-vitro ferilzation. Cloning enimals could help to

we have

solve problems like food shortages and saving
endongered species. Given the pressure of a fast
@&A, this is o knowledgecble resporse.
Authenticity and knowledgeability are very
important because they give the contestants
confidence and meke it possible for them to
interact well with the audience and the judges.
A speech is successful when members of the
audience feel that they have leamed something
interesting, which comes uniquely from the
contestant’s life experience or knowledge base.
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To be geoced ot
speaking in English,
students need
constant use and

practices that they

can do both at

/ home and in class.

Ubon At home, o number

Sanpatchayapong of my students in

by M= Thailand listen to
W, BESTALTIEE .

WREFE news, movies, and

songs to foster critical
thinking, decision making, and students can
relox whie doing them. Also, it's great to 1ok to
fiends or foreigners in English because students
can ‘leam by doing’ and improve their speaking
when they use it in the real world. Besides,
reading helps when students discuss with other
people because reading good bocks cutivate
knowledge. In class, students may discuss
controversial issues, interview the teacher or
friends, do some role-play, story-telling, story
comgpletion; or they can arrange o speech
competition ameng classmates. | am certain
these recommended activities will improve
specking abiliies. In an ESL or EFL class, a teacher
can be ¢ faciitator, mentor, and an assessor.
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As a cultural studies

W
SEFRMEREE

scholar, | always believe
in cultural exchange
and cultural hybridity
and in how maximizing
cultural differences may
lead to cross-cultural

understanding as well as

R :
self-understanding. And

ERXSTLRISRLE i

B Gy ] this year's theme seemed
beaurifully to chime in with

this contempeorary belief.

Examples of foed and romance used so often by
the contestants, though ready ot hand and easy
to understand, might not have fully brought out the
complexity of an imperative pertaining especially to
the glcbalized age: thar leaming a foreign languoge
always entals on encounter between two cultures and
that a critical perspective has o be involved in any
phase of this cultural encounter so that one knows what
to learn and what not to from others and whaot to keep
and what not to about ourselves.

In the case of learning English, for example, one
wants to become highly proficient withcut becoming o
‘mimic man’ perfrayed by V. S. Naipaul. Unfortunately,
this seems like o trend that is becoming more and
more obvicus the world over because of the powerful
homogenizing global culture and is often aggrovated
by the much touted “cross-cultural” but uncritical
approach in foreign languege teaching of leaming.

Conseguently, | believe the Chinese teachers and
students need fo adopt a (very traditionally Chinese)
"neither seif-abesing nor armogant” ( FABFF ) artitude
toward English learning so that both the individual and
the society as a whole can truly benefit from a universal
goed preficiency in English and for that matter in any
foreign languages.
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